
Tribute to Sid Jane 
Given at his funeral on 5 January 2013 by Mary Kidd 

(with contribution from our Founder member, Bill Tulloch) 

Sid was born on the 30th January, in Plymouth, one of three sons to Elsie and Alfred Jane. 
He was brought up in Plymouth, and on leaving school in 1944, at 15, joined the Plymouth 
Dockyard as an apprentice engineer. He was employed by Dockyards around the world until 
his retirement in 1988. 

As a young boy his passion was sport, and he was awarded the school ‘Victor ludorum’. 
Sid was also a committed member of the Boys Brigade in Plymouth (hence his choice of our 
first hymn today, “Will your anchor hold in the storms of life?”), where he ended up as 
Warrant Officer. It was during this time that his love of music began as he played the snare 
drums. 

He met Doreen in 1947 at a Dockyard Apprentices’ dance – straightaway she knew that he 
was the man for her! After a courtship of seven years they were married and immediately Sid 
was posted to Gibraltar for three years. His love of sport grew when he joined the Dockyard 
football team. 

Sid and Doreen returned to Plymouth in 1957 and two years later their daughter, Elizabeth, 
was born. Four years later they welcomed Andrew, and two years after that, David arrived to 
complete the happy family. After a settled family life in Plymouth for ten years, Sid was 
posted to Singapore. He joined the Naval Base Singers there; after first appearing in Merrie 
England, he became a devotee to the works of Gilbert and Sullivan. 

His love of sport continued as he played football for the Sunday Strollers; he also enjoyed 
tennis, hockey and ultimately golf! 

On leaving Singapore he returned to the UK, but to Rosyth, as an Inspector of Engineering, 
where he worked until he retired. In his spare time joined the Civil Service Male Voice Choir 
in Rosyth. Later, when that choir disbanded, Sid and other members were asked to join the 
Dunfermline Gilbert and Sullivan Society, many representatives of which are here today to 
pay their respects to a well-beloved member of the chorus who went on to play many 
principal roles. Bill Tulloch spent some time last week looking at old photographs and 
programmes of previous DGASS productions. He says he finds that that activity alone has 
just got that bit sadder as the frequent appearance of Sid’s photograph and name will simply 
remind us of past times and remind us also that they can never be repeated. But let us not be 
too upset. Sid gave to us much to remember with happiness and pleasure.  

It’s easy to see Sid falling naturally into several Gilbert and Sullivan roles. Who better to play 
a Yeoman Sergeant Meryll, a Sergeant of Police, a Dick Deadeye or an armed and armoured 
defender of Princess Ida’s honour and university? Again it is no surprise that Prison Governor 
Frank in Die Fledermaus has Sid Janes’ name printed alongside his. But many of us will 
remember him in a role he played several times for us as the much harried, much put upon 
Court Usher in Trial by Jury. It was fitting that, when we performed this in Dunfermline 
Sheriff Court in 1994, Sid got to play his part in a real courtroom rather than on a stage, 
because it is as a real person, a friendly dependable presence in rehearsal hall, theatre dressing 
room or backstage, that we will miss him most! 

Unfortunately, eventually, due to illness, he was forced to bow out of performing and singing 
on stage in 2004 with his final performance being in The Mikado. 

As you know, his enthusiasm for G&S was shared by Doreen who was also a very keen 
member of the Society. Through his interests, he made and kept many dear friends, many of 
whom are with us today to mourn his passing. 



Sid’s other passion of course was golf. A keen member of the Pitreavie Golf Club, he had 
only to jump over the fence at the end of the road to be on the 2nd hole! 

But, for all his love of music and sport, he was very much a devoted family man adored by his 
wife and their children who will miss him most. In 1995, backstage during the 25th 
anniversary production of The Mikado, he learned that he had become a grandfather, and a 
proud one at that, with first Megan’s arrival, then Connor a few weeks later, and two years 
after that, within weeks of each other, came Katy and Alex. To this younger generation he has 
passed on his passion for singing and sport. 


